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July 1, 2014

Mr. Carl Nadela, AICP

Regional Planner

L.os Angeles County Department of Regional Planning
320 West Temple Street, Room 1356

Los Angeles, California 90012

Telephone: (213) 974-6411

E-mail: thc@planning.lacounty.gov

RE: SCAG Comments on the Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact
Report for the Los Angeles County Antelope Valley Areawide General Plan Update [SCAG
NO. IGR8079]

Dear Mr. Nadela:

Thank you for submitting the Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report for
the Los Angeles County Antelope Valley Areawide General Plan Update (“proposed project”) to
the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) for review and comment.

SCAG is the authorized regional agency for Inter-Governmental Review (IGR) of programs
proposed for federal financial assistance and direct development activities, pursuant to
Presidential Executive Order 12372. Additionally, SCAG reviews the Environmental Impact
Reports of projects of regional significance for consistency with regional plans pursuant to the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and CEQA Guidelines.

SCAG is also the designated Regional Transportation Planning Agency under state law, and
is responsible for preparation of the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) including its
Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) component pursuant to SB 375. As the
clearinghouse for regionally significant projects per Executive Order 12372, SCAG reviews
the consistency of local plans, projects, and programs with regional plans.’ Guidance
provided by these reviews is intended to assist local agencies and project sponsors to take
actions that contribute to the attainment of the regional goals and policies in the RTP/SCS.

SCAG staff has reviewed the Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report
for the Los Angeles County Antelope Valley Areawide General Plan Update. The proposed
project would be a comprehensive update to the existing Antelope Valley Areawide General
Plan, which was adopted by the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors on December 4,
1986. The proposed project would refine the countywide goals and policies in the General
Plan by addressing specific issues relevant to the Antelope Valley.

When available, please send environmental documentation to SCAG'’s office in Los
Angeles or by email to suni@scag.ca.gov providing, at a minimum, the full public
comment period for review. If you have any questions regarding the attached comments,
please contact Lijin Sun at (213) 236-1882 or suni@scag.ca.qov. Thank you.

Sincerely,

e Jha (’/‘\;/ZZ L'V{/L/
Jonagthan Nadler,
Manager, Compliance and Performance Assessment

' SB 375 amends CEQA to add Chapter 4.2 Implementation of the Sustainable Communities Strategy, which allows for certain CEQA
streamlining for projects consistent with the RTP/SCS. Lead agencies (including local jurisdictions) maintain the discretion and will be solely
responsible for determining “consistency” of any future project with the SCS. Any “consistency” finding by SCAG pursuant to the IGR process
should not be construed as a finding of consistency under SB 375 for purposes of CEQA streamlining.

The Regional Counal consists of 86 elected officials representing 191 cities, six counties, six County Transportation Commissions, one representative

from the Transportation Cortidor Agencies, ene Tribal Government representative and one representative for the Air Districts within Southern Californis
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COMMENTS ON THE NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF A DRAFT
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY
ANTELOPE VALLEY AREAWIDE GENERAL PLAN UPDATE
[SCAG NO. IGR8079]

CONSISTENCY WITH RTP/SCS

SCAG reviews environmental documents for regionally significant projects for their consistency with the
adopted RTP/SCS.

2012 RTP/SCS Goals

The SCAG Regional Council adopted the 2012 RTP/SCS in April 2012. The 2012 RTP/SCS links the goal of
sustaining mobility with the goals of fostering economic development, enhancing the environment, reducing
energy consumption, promoting transportation-friendly development patterns, and encouraging fair and
equitable access to residents affected by socio-economic, geographic and commercial limitations (see
http://rtpscs.scag.ca.gov). The goals included in the 2012 RTP/SCS may be pertinent to the proposed
project. These goals are meant to provide guidance for considering the proposed project within the
context of regional goals and policies. Among the relevant goals of the 2012 RTP/SCS are the following:

SCAG 2012 RTP/SCS GOALS

RTP/SCS G1: Align the plan investments and policies with improving regional economic development and
competitiveness

RTP/SCS G2: Maximize mobility and accessibility for all people and goods in the region
RTP/SCS G3: Ensure travel safety and reliability for all people and goods in the region
RTP/SCS G4: Preserve and ensure a sustainable regional transportation system
RTP/SCS G5: Maximize the productivity of our transportation system

RTP/SCS G6:  Protect the environment and health for our residents by improving air quality and encouraging
active transportation (non-motorized transportation, such as bicycling and walking)

RTP/SCS G7: Actively encourage and create incentives for energy efficiency, where possible
RTP/SCS G8: Encourage land use and growth patterns that facilitate transit and non-motorized transportation

RTP/SCS G9: Maximize the security of the regional transportation system through improved system monitoring,
rapid recovery planning, and coordination with other security agencies

For ease of review, we encourage the use of a side-by-side comparison of SCAG goals with discussions
of the consistency, non-consistency or non-applicability of the policy and supportive analysis in a table
format. Suggested format is as follows:
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i - SCAG 2012 RTP/SCS Goals
Goal Analysis
RTP/SCS Align the plan investments and policies with improving | Consistent. Statement as to why
G1: regional economic development and competitiveness. | Not-Consistent: Statement as to why
or

Not Applicable: Statement as to why

DEIR page number reference

RTP/SCS Maximize mobility and accessibility for all people and | Consistent: Statement as to why
G2: goods in the region. Not-Consistent: Statement as to why

or

Not Applicable: Statement as to why

DEIR page number reference

elc. etc.

RTP/SCS Strategies

To achieve the goals of the 2012 RTP/SCS, a wide range of strategies are included in SCS Chapter
(starting on page 152) of the RTP/SCS focusing on four key areas: 1) Land Use Actions and Strategies;
2) Transportation Network Actions and Strategies; 3) Transportation Demand Management (TDM)
Actions and Strategies and; 4) Transportation System Management (TSM) Actions and Strategies. if
applicable to the proposed project, please refer to these strategies as guidance for considering the
proposed project within the context of regional goals and policies. To access a listing of the strategies,
please visit bttp://ripscs.scag.ca.gov/Documents/2012/final/f2012RTPSCS.pdf (Tables 4.3 — 4.7,

beginning on page 152).

Regional Growth Forecasts

The Draft Environmental Impact Report for the proposed project should reflect the most recently adopted
SCAG forecasts. To review the most recently adopted SCAG forecasts, please visit
http://scaq.ca.gov/Documents/2012AdoptedGrowihForecastPDFE pdf, which consists of the 2020 and
2035 RTP/SCS population, household and employment forecasts. The forecasts for the region and
applicable jurisdictions are below.

"""  Adopted SCAG Reglon | gioried UHnCoporsted | pdopted Gounty of Low
* Wide Forecasts County of Los Angeles Angeles Forecasts
e e R cooForecasts oo 1
Forecast Year 2020 Year 2035 Year 2020 Year 2035 Year 2020 Year 2035
Paopulation 19,663,000 22,091,000 1,159,100 1,399,500 10,404,000 11,353,000
Households 6,458,000 7,325,000 336,100 405,500 3,513,000 3,852,000
Employment | 8,414,000 9,441,000 266,100 318,100 4,558,000 4,827,000

MITIGATION

SCAG staff recommends that you review the SCAG 2012 RTP/SCS Final Program EIR Mitigation
Measures for guidance, as appropriate. See Chapter 6 (beginning on page 143) at:
http://rtpscs.scag.ca.gov/Documents/peir/2012/final/Final201 2PEIR. pdf

As referenced in Chapter 6, a comprehensive list of example mitigation measures that may be considered as
appropriate is included in Appendix G: Examples of Measures that Could Reduce Impacts from Planning,
Development and Transportation Projects. Appendix G can be accessed at:
hitp://rtpscs.scag.ca.gov/iDocuments/peir/2012/final/2012fPEIR AppendixG ExampleMeasures pdf




